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ANNEXATION
At the November 2017 Annual meeting,
San Mateo County Supervisor Don Horsley suggested that if residents wanted more
services for our neighborhood than those
currently provided by the sheriff, CHP,
public works, and planning & building departments, then we should look into annexation. MODA Board President Judy Horst,
Treasurer Remona Murray, Menlo Oaks
homeowners John Danforth and Mitch
Tuchman set out over this past year to meet
with City, County and LAFCo representatives to determine the requirements and
considerations for such a step in the evolution of our Menlo Oaks community. They
also met with the City Manager of Atherton
to explore the option of annexation into the
Town instead of the City.
The Unincorporated Menlo Oaks District
falls under the sphere of influence of the
City of Menlo Park, in agreement with
City and County leadership since 1985
(See pgs. 18-23 https://lafco.smcgov.org/
sites/lafco.smcgov.org/files/documents/
files/2009_09-10__msrmp.pdf) and reaffirmed in 2009, according to the San Mateo Local Agency Formation Commission
(LAFCo). This agency reviews and approves incorporations, annexations, consolidations, and other changes of boundaries
and organization for the cities and special
districts of San Mateo County. Simply put,
for cities, the sphere of influence indicates
which city can best provide municipal services to an unincorporated area. The determination criteria include but are not limited to the present, planned, and probable:
• Land uses
• Need for public facilities & services
• Capacity of public facilities & adequacy
of public services: Police, fire, sewer,
water, streets, animal control, park &
recreation, library, etc.
• Existence of any social or economic
communities of interest

www.menlo-oaks.org

The Board’s task-force requested that Martha Poyatos, Executive Officer of LAFCo
join us at MODA’s November 2018 annual
meeting to provide the information on draft
comparison table (see insert) highlighting important differences that would need
to be addressed and accepted by both our
District’s and the City of Menlo Park as
negotiated by the City’s Staff and San Mateo County Departments of Public Works,
Building and Planning. This insert also
gives relevant facts under the table on page
2 of the petition requirements, thresholds,
along with property values of our district
used to determine validity of the application. Without consensus of 50% of neighborhoods voters or landowners, a petition
for annexation will not move forward.
The process includes pre-zoning of territory, an environmental review under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA),
with possible changes in road standards
including increasing roadway width, gutters, and streetlights. Conversations with
staff of the City of Menlo Park, San Mateo County, and LAFCo revealed that it is
possible to negotiate the creation of our
own zoning district, similar to R-1-S (FG)
Single-Family Suburban Residential District Felton Gables, to keep our current setbacks, minimum lot sizes, and dimensions,
but this process would add cost to the application fees and time to the process where
the City of Menlo Park is concerned.
Costs identified to annex include a LAFCo fee (based on acreage); a State Board
Filing fee; a negotiable deposit to the City
of Menlo Park or Town of Atherton for
pre-zoning and CEQA work. Although
not insignificant these costs are subject to
change and are negotiable depending on
whether a contractor is hired and the scope
of work required by the State Board of
Equalization.
MODA’s task-force asked if it was possible
to receive a comparison table that included
the Town of Atherton, but LAFCo declined

Calendar
Jun 2
Sept 14
Oct 31
Nov 10
Nov 28

Annual Picnic
Yard Sale
Halloween
Annual Meeting
Turkey Trot/Walk

to provide us with the information. Changing the sphere of influence would require
agreement between Atherton and District
residents, a request to the City of Menlo
Park to release us from their sphere and
make a case using the above criteria to gain
approval by the LAFCo Board.
Task-force members and annual meeting
attendees thought that there was value in
meeting with both Atherton and Menlo
Park about a possible change of sphere
of influence to discuss the pre-zoning of
Menlo Oaks District into its own designation. MODA members voted to provide
our board and task-force the ability to call
another meeting regarding annexation in
coming months to report back to our membership.
More information on the process can
be found in the current application for
the West Menlo Triangle Annexation.
https://lafco.smcgov.org/documents/
update-lafco-file-no-15-07-proposedannexation-west-menlo-triangle-citymenlo-park-8-5
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Neighborhood News

TREE CARE, REMOVAL
& REPLACEMENT FOR
STREET-SIDE TREES

Who’s responsible for the care of our
street-side trees and vegetation in the
Right-of-Way (ROW)? How can they be
protected during construction activities and
from workers parking adjacent to trees and
on their root systems?
The current level of development in Menlo Oaks, particularly on Menlo Oaks Drive
(close to Bay Road) is unprecedented, at
least it hasn’t happened for about 50 or 60
years. Neither the developers or the County
can tell us what the long-term effects will
be to trees impacted by it.
Regarding maintenance responsibilities
for street-side trees and vegetation in the
Right of Way, the San Mateo County Public Works Department (DPW) and County
Counsel assert that responsibility rests with
the adjoining property owner. DPW will
step in and remove hazard trees that
threaten the roadway, but otherwise,
maintenance, removal and replacement
of them are the responsibility of the adjoining property owner.

This link will take you to the DPW
page on trees.
https://publicworks.smcgov.org/treesroadside-vegetation

At the bottom of the page is a brochure
that thoroughly explains DPW’s policies and practice surrounding trees in
the Right Of Way. Permits from DPW
are required for removing any tree in
the ROW, and also from Planning, if
the tree is a significant or heritage tree.
The bottom line: It is the home-owner’s
responsibility for the care of trees and vegetation in the Right-Of-Way, as well as for
the removal and replacement of those trees.

THE HIGH COST OF NEAT &
TIDY LANDSCAPING

By Pat Walker, JD & Mary Ann Carmack, MD

Did you know that Leaf-Blowers
cause these significant problems?
Health Effects

• Leaf blower fumes, containing petroleum volatile compounds, are linked to
heart disease and cancer.
• Leaf blower dust (particulate matter) is
linked to asthma
• Consider all your neighbors who are
home during the day when garden workers are blowing fumes and dust: preschool children, their parents or childcare workers, household help, those
with home offices, school children after school, and retired folks. Even our
pets are subject to breathing petroleum
fumes and dust!
Pollution and Global Warming
• According to one study, hydrocarbon
emissions from 30 minutes of leaf blowing are comparable to those of driving a
pickup truck from Texas to Alaska.
• Dust from leaf blowers makes solar panels less effective and leads to more frequent washing of the panels.
• Not allowing your garden workers to
use leaf-blowers is a positive step you
personally can take to contribute to the
reduction of pollution and global warming.
Damage to Soil and Trees
• Leaf blowers desiccate and compact the
soil, destroying habitat for insects, bees
and birds.
• Leaf blowers also cause collateral damage to living leaves on shrubs and trees
from the impact of the powerful air
blasts.
• Leaf blowers are not essential to maintaining a beautiful and healthy landscape.
Noise Pollution
• Studies document that millions of Americans suffer from a range of adverse
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health outcomes due to noise exposure,
including heart disease and hearing loss.
Noise is one of the most common environmental exposures in the U.S.
• We were all attracted to living in our
beautiful Menlo Oaks neighborhood by
the peaceful feel of the neighborhood.
But this peace is disrupted every day by
the loud whining of our neighbors’ leaf
blowers, some so loud that it is impossible to be outdoors or to have open windows when they are operating.
PLEASE CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS:
• Sign up for a yard sign that you can
place in front of your house to show that
you protect our neighborhood’s health
and environment by not leaf-blowing.
• Most importantly, please discuss alternatives to leaf blowing with your gardener.
If it will require more time to sweep and/
or rake, offer to compensate for the extra
time (it’s something positive you can do
for our environment!)
About the authors: Pat Walker, 300 Arlington, is a retired environmental attorney
well versed in the hazards of hydrocarbon
and noise pollution; Mary Ann Carmack,
398 Menlo Oaks Drive, is a retired pediatrician experienced in treating children
with asthma exacerbations due to dust and
pollution.
To request a yard sign or for comments &
questions, please contact Pat Walker at
plwalker@pacbell.net and/or Mary Ann
Carmack at macsoybean@gmail.com

PLEASE PAY
“MODA” YOUR
ANNUAL DUES
OF $25.00 PER
HOUSEHOLD

Neighborhood News
DIRECTORY LISTINGS

A Menlo Oaks Neighborhood Directory
will be published again in February 2019.
Only MODA members who have requested
to appear in the Directory will be included
and will automatically receive a copy. If
you were in the last Directory, you will be
included in the next unless you drop a note
to Remona at 441 Arlington Way requesting
to be removed, treasurer@menlo-oaks.org.
Below are the street numbers of homes
included in the last Directory. The requests
I have received over the past year are also
shown in this list. If your number is on the
list and you want to be in the next Directory,
you do not need to do anything. Please let
me know if there are names, additional
children, e-mail or phone number changes
or errors to last year’s Directory.
If you’re not on the list and want to be
included in the next Directory, please fill
out and return the newsletter mailing list
& directory additions/deletions & changes
form inserted in the newsletter. The
envelope included with this newsletter may
be used for both the MODA information
form and your 2018-2019 dues.
Arlington Way
Bay Road
125
414
151
422
199
518
200
530
220
538
221
542
260
546
280
626
281
632
298
300
Berkeley Ave
301
501
320
510
381
520
382
524
383
528
390
540
411
544
441
560
443
561
450
581
470
590
480
600
485
620
490

Berkeley (cont.)
622
624
626
630
660
662
680
700
701
710
720
740
754
760
766
770
776
800
803
815
821
825
855
880
886
890
891
901
902
903
909
915
920
930
940
950
951
961
980
985
990
995
Colby Ave
920
930
935
940
950
981
1060
1070

Coleman Ave
870
876
890
900
902
951
1001
1021
1051
1099
Entrada Way
521
Fredrick Court
1
2
3
Menlo Oaks Dr
210
220
221
240
241
245
280
281
298
300
301
330
331
360
361
398
399
420
441
451
461
462
481
482
500
501
507
510
520
530
531
549
550

Menlo Oaks (cont.)
551
570
573
591
601
621
631
651
660
670
698
699
700
701
740
751
800
807
830
865
875
885
901
931
935
940
941
956
960
995
999

Ringwood (cont.)
540
550
570
572
590
660
670
680
780
788
790
800
894
964

Peninsula Way
915
925
935
941
945
951
955
961
990
Ringwood Ave
200
220
300
320
400
410
420
440
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Neighborhood News
MODA DUES INCREASED
Since 2003, the annual MODA dues have
been $20 and are collected each year starting the first of October. Dues per household are used to publish newsletters and
the neighborhood directory, for the annual
picnic and annual meeting, as well as occasional incidental neighborhood related
expenses and flyer’s.
The Board proposed at the annual meeting
raising the dues by $5 to cover increasing
costs. The vote was unanimous to increase
the annual dues to $25.00.
Thanks to everyone who supported MODA
with their dues last year. An addressed envelope is attached to this newsletter if you
prefer to pay by mail, or bring your 20182019 dues of $25.00 to the Picnic.

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR!
ANNUAL
Picnic
*Sunday*
Jun 2, 4-7 PM
PENINSULA
SCHOOL

Make a check for $25.00 payable to Menlo
Oaks District Association. MODA board
members are researching a low or no cost
credit card payment system to use on our
website as a future option.
If you have any questions about dues,
expenditures, etc., Contact Remona
Murray, MODA Treasurer, at 327-2806 or
treasurer@menlo-oaks.org.

EDITOR & LAYOUT:
Richard Collyer
CONTRIBUTORS:
Remona Murray-Collyer
Judy Horst
ABOUT THE OAK LEAF:
The Oak Leaf is published by
the Menlo Oaks District Association and is distributed to all
homes in the Menlo Oaks neighborhood of unincorporated San
Mateo County.

Menlo Oaks (www.menlo-oaks.org)
District Association
2017-2018
MODA_Board@menlo-oaks.org
Judy Horst............................................................... president@menlo-oaks.org
TBD................................................................... vicepresident@menlo-oaks.org
Remona Murray........................................................ treasurer@menlo-oaks.org
TBD .......................................................welcomingcommittee@menlo-oaks.org
Rich Collyer.................................................................. editor@menlo-oaks.org
Remona Murray....................................................... ma-liaison@menlo-oaks.org
Kay Hitch................................................................. secretary@menlo-oaks.org
Judy Colwell, Penny Gallo, Hinda Sack, Janet Benson, Celine Sanie

www.menlo-oaks.org
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Comparison Table
Land Use
Zoning Designation
Minimum Lot Size
Lot Dimensions
Review Process

Set backs

Off street parking
requirements

Unincorporated Menlo Oaks /County of San Mateo
R-1/S-100 Majority Blue on Map/ R-1/S90 Green on map
20,000 square feet / 10,000 square
An exception permit may be required for certain
developments on substandard lots, or alterations to
nonconforming structures. Grading over 250 cubic yds.
requires a grading permit.
40’ min. front, 20 rear, 10 sides / 20’ min. front and rear, 10
sides. There is a special 40’ minimum street side setback in
certain areas.
2 covered parking spaces (assuming more than one bedroom)
may not be located in front or side yard setbacks or in tandem,
without an exception.

Minimum Road and Sidewalk
Standards
Fiscal
Local Government Property
Tax Rate
Utility Users Fee

n/a

Park & Rec Fees

Non-resident surcharge

Stormwater Management
Fee

Countywide Program Fee

City of Menlo Park
R-1-U1
7,000 square feet
Minimum 65’ wide by 100’ deep
A use permit may be required for certain
developments on substandard lots, alterations to
nonconforming structures, and excavation within
required setbacks.2

2 parking spaces per dwelling unit, one of which must
be covered. May not be located in front or side yard
setbacks or in tandem. No more than one uncovered
parking space not leading to a garage or carport is
permitted.3 Restrictions on overnight parking on the
street.4
Varies depending on width of right-of-way, requires
investigation of existing conditions.

1% of assessed value

1% of assessed value

None

Utility User Tax: 1-3% of utility bills for telephone
landline, PG&E, Cal Water. Collected by utility and
passed through to the City.
Resident fees
Typical City Fee varies from $18 to $26 per year per
parcel (current rate is $5.25 per 1,000 sf of impervious area)

1

Please refer to Chapter 16.16 of the Zoning Ordinance for the use and development regulations in the R-1-U zoning district
(http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/menlopark/?MenloPark16/MenloPark1616.html), and the “Single Family Residential and R-2 Zoning Districts” handout
(http://www.menlopark.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/252).
2
Please refer to the “When Is a Use Permit Needed to Build on a Single-Family Lot?” handout (http://www.menlopark.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/258).
3

Please refer to Section 8.20.070 of the Municipal Code (http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/MenloPark/?MenloPark08/MenloPark0820.html).
In accordance with Section 11.24.050 of the Municipal Code, on-street parking is prohibited between 2:00 - 5:00 am on all residential streets, or within 300 feet of a residential area, within Menlo Park
city limits. The parking ordinance is in effect 7 days a week, 365 days a year.
4
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Comparison Table
Street Tree and Landscape
Maintenance Fee

Unincorporated Menlo Oaks /County of San Mateo

Street Maintenance Fee
Infrastructure/Services

Permits and General Fees
Service Delivery
Sheriff/Police

Additional fees may apply, including but not limited to storm
drain, park mitigation, and other fees. Consult with Planning
and Building Staff
Please refer to County of San Mateo Planning Dept. Website
and consult with Planning and Building Staff

City of Menlo Park
For properties with trees in the right of way: $62 per
parcel per year
For properties without right-of-way trees: $31 per
parcel per year
Parcels with sidewalks: $28 per year
Parcels with only curb and gutter: $19 per year
See Above

Please refer to the City’s Master Fee Schedule.

Menlo Park Police

Fire
Sewer

San Mateo County Sheriff
California Highway Patrol
Menlo Park Fire Protection District
West Bay Sanitary District

Water

Cal Water

Cal Water

Park & Rec

County operates regional parks (Unincorporated residents pay
non-resident fees for City of Menlo Park park and rec
programs and registration opens later than for city residents)
County-governed Menlo Park Highway Lighting
County

City of Menlo Park

Menlo Park City School District
Sequoia Union High School District

Menlo Park City School District
Sequoia Union High School District

Street Lights
Road Maintenance
Storm Drain
Schools

Menlo Park Fire Protection District
West Bay Sanitary District

City of Menlo Park5
City of Menlo Park

Prepared ____June 29, 2018___________
Land Area: 158.1 acres and 3.54 center miles of roadway
# of registered voters
488 (per elections)
# of landowners
492 (per assessor)
# of parcels
277
Assessed Value land: $300,697,126; AV of improvements: $269,368,930 and total AV: $578,056,066
Petition requirements: 5% of the # of landowners owning 5% of the assessed value of land or 5% of the registered voters. (Because of protest thresholds you want to get a solid indication of support)
Protest threshold: Less than 25% order annexation, 25% and less than 50% triggers an election, 50% or more terminates annexation
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An assessment district may be required for frontage improvements including, but not limited to, sidewalks and street lights.
2

R-1/S-100 Blue
R-1/S-90 Green

Menlo Oaks District

Menlo Park

Street Width

Atherton

County can request the homeowner remove 15.16.120 Walkways. Improved walkways
brush, plantings & ground cover 5-9 ft from not less than fifteen feet in width may be
pavement.
required through blocks more than nine
hundred feet in length & at other locations
60 ft - Arlington
where necessary to provide access to
40 ft - Berkeley
schools, parks or where pedestrian or
40 ft - Colby
bicycle access is desired. (Ord. 615 § 1
60 ft - Coleman
(part), 1977: Prior code § 24.7 (part)).
40 ft - Menlo Oaks
40 ft - Peninsula
16.45.110 Required street
55 ft - Ringwood
improvements. Cumulative construction
Maintaining the existing roads until such
value > ($500,000) over 5 year period.
Pavement Index
time as the residents desire a different level (1) Improvements shall include curb,
(roadway condition) of improvement.
gutter, sidewalk, street trees, and
http://menlo-oaks.org/Rule&Regs/
street lights;
Nonstandard069242.pdf
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/
MenloPark/?MenloPark16/
MenloPark1616.html

Most local streets in Atherton are “shared
streets” in which motor vehicles, bicycles &
pedestrians share the travel way, without
provision of separate lanes or sidewalks.

Street lights

Intersections only.

Pedestrian requirement based.

Neighborhood requirement based.

Heritage Trees &
Protection

https://planning.smcgov.org/tree-regulations

https://www.menlopark.org/205/Heritage-treeprotections

http://www.ci.atherton.ca.us/DocumentCenter/
View/502/Tree-Removal-Procedure?bidId=

On-street parking

Subject to 3 day abandon property rules.

Not permitted overnight, non-negotiable
with out limited police patrols.

On-street parking is permitted along certain
segments of El Camino Real in the
northbound direction only directly adjacent
to town limits, in the North Fair Oaks
unincorporated area.

Parks & Recreation Flood Park closest facility. No active
- social services,
programs. Leases parks and facilities to
childcare &
third parties. directly managed by SMC.
physical activity
programs.

Programs for seniors, pre-school &
school-age childcare, teen programs,
youth and adult sports, gymnastics,
aquatics, special events & enrichment
classes.

Not directly provided. Leases parks &
facilities to third parties. No active
recreation programs under town’s
management.

Building

Chapter 20 Section 6300.6.00. Regulations
for “S-90” Combining District (Menlo Oaks)
SECTION 6300.9.00. Regulations for
“S-100,” Combining District (Menlo Oaks).
https://planning.smcgov.org/sites/
planning.smcgov.org/files/
SMC_Zoning_Regulations.pdf

https://www.menlopark.org/132/BuildingDivision

http://www.ci.atherton.ca.us/153/PermitApplications-Fees-Forms

Fee Schedules

https://planning.smcgov.org/sites/
planning.smcgov.org/files/documents/files/
Planning-Fee-Schedule-10-21-11.pdf

https://www.menlopark.org/DocumentCenter/
View/1322/Master-Fee-Schedule

http://www.ci.atherton.ca.us/DocumentCenter/
View/448/Atherton-Master-Fee-Schedule-?bidId=

Recommend long-term provision of
pedestrian paths on both sides of arterial
streets, & on at least one side of school
collector streets, transit collector streets, &
school access lanes
School Collector: 50 feet; 32 feet including
bicycle lanes.
Local: 40 feet; 20 feet
https://www.ci.atherton.ca.us/
DocumentCenter/View/6189/
Report_Jan-01252019

