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Annual Meeting

Once agan MODA hed it Annual Meet-
ing last November in the Peninsula School
Auditorium. Over 25 members join us
to catch up on the years e$orts and thank
the MODA Board Members for their hard
work and dedication to our neighborhood.
I ank you Joe Wilhite, (Presidet), Holly
Sill (VP), Remona Murray (Treasurer),
Richard Collyer (Editor), Marge Draper
(Welcome Committee), David Jevens
(Web-magter), CharlesRiley, Celine Sanie,
and Mary Saountzis.

I e introduction of the MODA Board
members was followed by Remona®Trea-
surer Report which is avalable by requed
by MODA membership in hard copy or via
email (treasurer@nenlo-oaks.ag). Bot-
tom line we had a balance of $3,502.21n
our bank accaint a the erd dof the year.

Je gae a presntaion of the di$erent
Didtricts (Fire, Water, Sewer, efc) that criss-
cross and over lap our neighborhood. Fol-
lowed by Remona dawning her Communi-
ty Emergency Regonse Team (CERT) hard
hat and showing 0% the skillsand free su$
shegot from taking the course o$ered at no
cog to residems with the Menlo Park Fire
Digrict (MPFD).

MODA Board requeged that menbers
preernt vote on alocating $1,0000f the
funds remaining from last year to go to-
wads MODA® Disaster Preparednes.
MODA CERT and Board Members are re-
vamping our old plan in conjunction with
Carol Parker at the MPFD. Weareworking
on "nding a site in the Neighborhood to
gash a Cadhe. Please contad Rich Collyer
a (editor@meno-oaks.ag) if you would
like to learn more about the program or
wish to wolunteer.

Residers also got a sneak peek at the up-
coming Community Project of making
avalable a a discount Water Barrels (see
insert) to MODA residens. Cyrema Wil-
son preserted aletter (seeinsert) to MODA
members regading cek tree protection.

February 2006
SFPUC Public Meeting

NOTICE OF UPCOMING PUBLIC
MEETINGS REGARDNG BAY DIVI-
SON PIPELINE RELABILITY UP-
GRADE FROJECT

! eSan FranciscoPublic UtilitiesCommis-
sion (SFPUC)will be holding information-
a public meetingson March 15and 16to
discussimportant upgradesto theregonal
water ddivery sysem.

I e god of the Bay Division Pipdine Re-
liability Upgrade Project is to improve the
reliability and seismic stability of the S~
PUC Regona Weater Sygem,which serves
2.4million peoplein Alameda, SantaClara,
San Mateo and San Francisco counties.
! eproject, which isin the early planning
sages,proposesto congruct a"# h Bay Di-
vision Pipeline along the exiting SFPUC
right-of-way that passesthrough Redwood
City, Menlo Park, and Eagt Palo Alto.

Please join us a one of two meetings to
learn more about this important project
and how it will a$ect you.

Wedneglay, MARCH 15
East Palo Alto Sniar Certer
560 Rl Sreet, BBt Palo Alto
6:30pn

OR

! ursday, MARCH 16

Veterans Memorial Senior Certer
Redwood Room

1455 Madison Ave., Redwood City
6:30pn

Information about themeetingand requeds
for accanmodationsfor people with special
needs can be obtained by calling (800)571-
6610, o email baydivision@sivaer.org.

Betsy Lauppe Rhodes (415) 554-3240,
blauppe @skaer.org

Chrigtina Kerby (415) 554-3203ckerby@
sfwater.org

hood Newsletter

P

Calen dar 2006

Mar 16 & 17 SFPUC Public Meet
Mar 9 -Apr 13 CERT Training
Mar 11, 13,18 HAM Tests

Apr 22 Earth Day Clean up
Jun 17 Annual Picnic

Wireless Networks

I ere are a number of unsecure wirdes
networks in the MODA area. | can drive
around the neighborhood and from the
front of a number of housesconnect to the
intemet. !i sisgenerdly considered abad
idea. So why isit important to secure your
wireles acces to the intemet - because
it is also a wirdless acces to your home
computer(s).

lin k about what the nature and conterts
of the information you store on your hard
drive or on other computersin your home
network. Providing open acces to e-mail
and " leson your computer are obvious se-
curity risks.Many people use"n ancial so#-
ware such as Microso# Money or Quicken.
I ey keep dl their "nancia data in hese
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Letter to Supervisors

In reponseto thepetition from CarlaDew-
ar, theMODA Board sought guidancefrom
the neighborhood and with the San Mateo
County Department of Public Works and
held severd meetingson how beg to pro-
ced. ! e purpos of those meetings was
to determine what options were avalable
and which adions should be taken if any
to improve Coleman Averue for pedegri-
ansN particularly for parerts and children
waking and biking to Laurd School.

A considerdle invegmernt of timeand en
ergy was madeby the MODA Board, and
from various volunteers and County of-
"cials. A special thanks are owed to Neil
Cullen of the San Mateo Departmernt of
Public Works for attending local meetings,
providingavariety of data,and for support-
ing Merlo Oaks during this proces.

I e main thrugt of this e$ort was to sort
out the Coleman Averue issuesand come
to aviable consensus about what the neigh-
borhood wished to do. Asa'"nal gep a
neighborhood-wide votewastakenon lune

7,2005.! ereslltsof the vote were as fol-

lows:

Votes  Option

52 No Change a dl

12 Remove 30of landscaping special
treatmert for intersections

8 Raised curb 20planting srip and
paved path

6 Close leman & County Line

5 Paved shoulder and limited parking
one side

4 Class Ore Bke Rth one side

4 Close Coleman between Arlington
and Berkley

2 Sdewdk both sides

2 Graded houlder aea me side

1 Limit parking minimum dearance

9 A la carte solution (Olanging chad

vote))

Of the 183 MODA memberships partici-
pating in the election, atotal of 104ballots
were receved. When the ballots were dis-
tributed, we veri"e d the membership status
of the person recewving the ballot which
guaranteed one vote per household. i s
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also guaranteed the number of ballots cast
did not exceed the number of ballots dis-
tributed.

! e MODA board set up the ballot to be a
yesor no choice but if yes,choose one op-
tion from nine. Givenalist of choicesrest
derts would sdlect their preference Some
of the options listed were provided from
Neil Cullen, while others were submitted
to MODA from residensfor consideraion.
! e option feature created an intereging
side egct and some cafusion.

Depending on your point of view, those
households that selected a choice from the
ligt of optionsddivered what looked to bea
o dear consensusto thosethat sdected a
no change postion. Conversdly, those that
voted for no change barely squeaked out
avictory agang the sum of all those that
wanted some orm of change.

Finally, the nine multiple choice ballots we
cdlected with ano and yesmark, clearly ig-
nored theingructions printed on the ballot
and rendered their vote invdid. ! einter
eding twig is they voted for two or more
of the options showing a preference if any
of the yeschoiceswon. An argument was
madeby aboard menber to point out that
degitetheprinted ruleson theballot, these
ballots gill represent a wice

A#ter 2+ years of neighborhood ddibera
tion, culminating with the neighborhood
vote, we have to concludein great frustra-
tion we can not "nd clear consensus on
thisissue Asaresilt, the MODA Board is
making no recommendation to the County
on thismatter. It isour hopethat the Cole-
man residers now understand the need for
Menlo Oaksresidems aplaceto safely wak
their childrento and from school. By trim-
ming badk over gown hedges ad hrubs.

In closing, we wish to warmly thank all of
the Coleman homeowners that took the
remedial adions which have producel a
functional, more accesible and comfort-
able right-of-way for our little pedegrians.
I einitiative and regponse to this matter
has beentremendous and isvery much ap-
preciated.

Joel Wilhite, MODA Presiden

Dues & Directory

MODA has annual duesof $20.00which
helpsto cover the cog of our Annual Pic-
nic in une, the Annual Meeting in Novem:
ber, the Web Ste, and the ever increasing
printing, pogage cogs of the three issues
of the Oak Leaf and Annual Directory. If
the newdetter you received has an erve-
lope, with my return addres of Remona
Murray, MODA Treasurer, 441 Arlington
Way, attaded, thenmy records show that |
have not received your duesfor 2005-2006
MODA calendar year. Please check your
records and let me know if | am in error.
| can be contaded via emall at treasurer@
menlo-oaks.org or by phone at (650)327-
2806.

I e MODA Directory will be digtributed
this week to menbers who have paid their
annual dues,PDF or Excd format are avail-
able via email upon requeg. If you have
paid your dues,but have not received a
Directory by the third week of March and
you would liketo receive one, pleaselet me
know 9 | can carect my recards.

Spring Cleanin
Apxgil 2and &

Want to talk trash with your neighbors?
I enjoin usfor a Soring Cleaning day full
of friendship and fun. We will be meeting
a Peninsula School on Saurday April 22nd
a 10AM. Wewill split into smaller teamsto
comb the streetsand pick up trash as well
asrecycling. Hot dogsand drinks will wait
for all the participants at noon on Madison,
that will be closed for the occasion. Bring
your own chairs and toys, tricycles and
balls!

Spam Filtering

Every oncein awhile thetreasurerand edi-
tor of MODA send out emails (info about
break-ins sert on Jn 20th) to everyone
in the neighborhood who has given us an
emall addres. However, it isnot clear that
the emails are getting through to everyone.
It issuspected that spam " Itersaregettingin
theway. If you areintereged in the VERY
occasional emails on mgjor neighborhood
issues,then please make sure that your " |-
ters know not to " Iter our persona emails
which ae liged in the directory.



(cont from page 1)

programs without using a password to en
crypt their data "les. Others have credit
card information, tax returns that contain
social security numbers,and eventext” les
with password lisgts stored on their home
computers. li s is a virtua smorgashord
for wirdess hadkersand could makeyou an
easy frget for identity the#.

In today® world of drive-by haders, it®
more important then ever to combine al
the avalable tools to secure your wirees
home network.! etime you spend recon-
"guring or setting up awireles network to
provide grong security is ime well spert.

From compnetworking.about.carh found
an articlethat doesagrest job of document-
ing the top 8 tipsfor secure home wirdes
networking.

1) Change Default Administrator Pass
words (and Usernames)

At the core of mog Wi-Fi home networks
isan accespoint or router. To setup these
piecesof equipment, manufadurersprovide
Web pagesthat allow ownersto erter their
network addres and accaint information.
I exWeb tools are protected with alogin
screen (lsemame and password) 0 that

only the rightful owner can do this. How-
ever, for any given pieceof equipmert, the
logins provided are simple and very well-
known to hadkers on the Intemet. Change
thee ®tings imnediately.

2) Turn on (Compatible) WPA / WEP En-
cryption

All Wi-Fi equipmert supports some form
of @ncryptionO Encryption technology
scramblesmesagessent over wirdes net
works so that they cannot be easily read by
humans. Severd ercryption technologies
exigt for Wi-Fi today. Naturally you will
want to pick the srongeg form of encryp-
tion that workswith your wireless network.
To function, though, al Wi-Fi deviceson
your LAN mugt sharetheidertica encryp-
tion setings.! erefore you may need to
"nd a Oleves common derominatorOset-
ting.

3) Change the Dfault SSD
Acces points and routers all use anetwork

name called the S$D. Manufadurers nor-

mally ship their products with the same
S3D set.For exanple, the SID for Linksys
devicesis normally OlirksysOTrue, know-

ingthe S$D doesnot by itsdlf allow anyone
to break into your network, but it isastart.

More importantly, when someone "nds a
default SID, they see it isapoorly con"g-

ured network and are much more likdly to
ata it. Change the default S3D immedi-

aely when can"guring your LAN.

4) Enable MAC Address Htering

Ead pieceof Wi-Fi gear possesesaunigue
identi"er called the @hysicl addresOor
MAC addresO Acces points and rout-
ers keeptrad of the MAC addresesof all
devicesthat connect to them. Many such
products o$er the owner an option to key
in the MAC addresesof their home equip-
ment, that regricts the network to only al-
low connections from those devices. Do
this,but also know that thefeatureisnot so
powerful as it may seem. Hader so#ware
programs @n feke MAC addeses easily.

5) Disable S®D Broadcad

In Wi-Fi networking, the acces point or
router typically broadasts the network
name (S3D) over the air a reguar inter-
vas. li s feature was desiged for busi
neses and mobile hotspots where Wi-Fi
clients may come and go. In the home, this
feature is unnecesary, and it increasesthe
likelihood an unwelcomeneighbor or had-
erwill try to login to your home network.
Fortunately, mos Wi-Fi accespointsallow
the S3D broadeast featureto bedisabled by
the retwork administrator.

6) Asdgn Satic IP Addres®s b Devices
Mog home networkers grativate toward
using dynamic IP addreses.DHCP tech-
nology is indeed quick and easyto set up.
Unfortunately, this convenierceaso works
to the advantage of network attaders,who
can easily obtain vaid IP addresesfrom a
network® DHCP pool. Turn 0$ DHCP on
the router or acces point, set a "xed IP
addres range, then set each connected de-
vice to match. Use a privae IP range (like
10.0.0.x}o prevert computers from being
directly reached from the Intemet.

7) Podtion the Router or Access Point
Safely
Wi-Fi signals normally reach to the exte-

rior of ahome. A small amount of Olekaged
outdoors is not a problem, but the further
thissignal reaches the easierit isfor others
to detect and expoit. Wi-Fi signals o#en
reach acoss sreetsand through neighbor-

inghomesWheningallingawirdeshome
network, the postion of the accespoint or

router determinesit®read. Try to postion

thes devicesnear the certer of the home
rather than near windowsto minimize this
leakage.

8) Turn O! the Network Durin g Extend-
ed Periods d Non-Use

I e ultimate in security measures, shut-
ting down the network will mog cettainly
prevent outside hadkers from breaking in!
While impracical to turn o$ and on the
devicesfrequertly, at least consider doing
so duringtravel or extended periodso%ine.
Computer disk driveshave been known to
su$er from power cycle wear-and-tear, but
broadband modens and routers can easily
handle this reatmert occasionally.

For more speci”c information about seting
up your wireless network for your Macin
tosh or Windowscomputers, please seeone
of the bllowing web stes:

How to Secure Your Wirdess Home Net
work with Windows XP
http://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/
using/networking/learnmore/bowman
O5february10.mspx

Managing AirPort Extreme Networks
http://manual s.info.apple.com/en/M anag-
ing_AirPort_Extreme_Networks v3.4.pdf

VE (Ham Radio) Exam
Schedules

unnyvde - rext g on 3/11/06
Contad svl@matuer-radio.org
Also sewww.amateurradio.og

Fremont - next &g on 3/13/06
Contad Dennis, mtvet @caoncast.net

Redwood City - next g on 3/18/06
Contaad Al, wbeimx@werldnet.dt.net

Walk ins CK



Misc. News

Free Classes

I enextCommunity Emergency Regonse
Team training will be held a the Menlo
Park City Council Chambers from 6:30- 9
pm garting March 9. | e remaining "ve
nights of the training are March 16,23, 30,
April 6 & 13.

I erewill beaddtional trainingdatesat the
Raverswood Family Health Center from
April 26 through May 31 and agan at the
Menrlo Park City Council Chambers from
Sepember 21 hrough October 26.

I ereareaso CPR classesavalable at Sa-
tion 1 (300Middle"eld Road, Menlo Park).
I edassesare $25for the gererd public.
For cetti"ed CER™ members te cosis $5.

For further details about CERT Schedules,
please see the CERT web site http:/www.
menlobre.ag/cert/schedule.html

New Board Members
Needed

Two membersof our MODA Board will not
be continuing to serve in the coming year.
Mary Sapountzisand Presiden Joe Wilhite
have turned in their hats. Leaving uswith
two seats on the board avalable. If you are
intereged in thepostion pleasecontad any
board member.
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ABOUT THE O AK LEAF:

The Oak Leaf is pub lished by
the Menlo Oaks Distr ict As-
sociation and is distr  ibuted to

all homes in the Menlo Oaks
neighbor hood of unincorpo -
rated San Ma teo County .

It’s about the Oaks...

Many of us moved to the Meno Oaks
neighborhood because of its treed streets
and country setting. Unfortunately our
oaks are leaving us one by one, dueto bad
health, sorms or new congtruction. Here
areafewtipsto help maintain thetreesthat
make aur neighborhood® harader:

- do not waer under the canopy, even in
summer. Use only drought resstant
plants.

- do not add soil or other materia around
the oak. !i s regricts the exchange of
gasses and compadion due to extra
weight damagesthe root sysem which
is \ery shalow.

- during congtruction, do not trench within
the drip line of the tree, and edablish a
fenced perimeteraround thetreeto keep
equipment and toxic liquids avay.

- deeproot feeding performed by atree pe-
ciaig isvery helpful to survivethestres
of congruction or new landscape.

- pruning to remove exces dead weight
should be done every few years. Main-
tained oaks are les prone to breaking
during a sorm.

For more information, visit www.califor-

niaoaks.org.

Cdine Saie.

www .menlo-oaks.or ¢

BE AWARE!

I ere have been numerous burglaries in
the Menlo Oaks area and the surrounding
neighborhoods. If you notice anything or
anyone suspicious call the Sheri$ or 911
immediately. Mog of the burglaries have
taken place during daylight hours. Two
Menlo Park teens were arreged in one of
the kteg burglaries.

Door-to-door magazire salesnan/solici-
torsare another problem plaguing the area.
I ere have been some break-ins associated
with their preence Meno Park requires
door-to-door solicitors to apply for per-
mits. i s pemit must be issued by the
City of Menlo Park, not from the company
for which the solicitor works. Soliciting is
only pemmitted between 9am-6pm. If you
have a Mo SolicitorsOsign poged and a
solicitor knocks on your door, thisis con-
sideed tregassing. Call the Sheri$ or 911.
If asolicitor knocks on your door it issug-
geged that you adknowledge that you are
home. But, don®open the door. Talk to
them through the closed door. Don®take
any chances.

Hoally Sill

Looking for House for
Rent
Looking for 3 bedroom house to rert in
Menlo Oaks or near by neighborhood.
Please e-nail emiergason@gnail.cam.

Menlo Oaks
District Association
2006-2007 Bard
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